OTH E 7- fs ts, 
THIRD LETTER 
From W. F. 

To the REVEREND 


| Doctor Wallis, 


Profeſſor of Geometry in Oxford, 


Upon the Subject of rwo former Letters 
to him, concerning the Sacred TxIiNI1TY. 


THE 


| Third Letter. 


SL — 


To the Reverend Dr. WALLIS. 


/ SL Ri: - 'F 


FIN HIS is to take Leave of you, and to give you 
= -aflurance «(with my bumble Service) that you 
ſhall receive no more Trouble from me in this 


kind ; neither bad I givea you thus much, if I 
had not thought, as I-{ſtjil do, that we aimed both at the 
fame honeſt Deſign,: namely, Moderation and Scripture- 
probf for all that we aflers and impole in the DoQrine of 
the Trinity. Bur I am ſenſible; Sir, ; whea we ſpeak of 
Scripture-proc, there is a ready and plauſible Anſwer to 
be made, which;: withmoſt Men, will make: our Perſua- 
live to. Moderation:of-1i0 effe@; and lead them to the ſame 
Exceſſes, though a'1nttieabout, and-in a Scholaſtick Way, 
which they were' carried to-before, ;in a ſhorter way, by 
external Auchority.' 01s ..- 1 _—_ 
' The: Anſwer which I mean is. thts; That Scripture- 
provk is notito be contin'd tothe expreſs and plain Words 
of Scripture,: but maft reach as far-as-0ur Reaſon carries 
then; by fach Conſequences as have no: Flaw or Incohe- 
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rence, according to the beſt of our Judgment. This F 
confeſs is generally true, but not univerfally; ſome Re- 
ard muſt be had to the SubjeA-matter whereof Scripture 
peaks or treats: Accordingly F ſhould allow, that in 
Things Moral, Natural, Civil or Ecclefiaſtical, there 
is great room left for our Reafon: But in Subjes of an 
infnite Nature,. and plac'd. above the reach of our Fa- 
culties, I think the. Caſe 1s very different ; and that it 
is not ſafe, in ſuch things, to depend upon our DeduQti-- 
= and Conſequences, though they ſeem to us very. 
clear. | 

And whether we have good Reaſon to aſſert. this or no, 
I will leave to your Judgment, after I have propoſed to. 
you ſeveral Inſtances of the Uncertainty. and. Fallibility of. 
our DeduQtions, and of what ill Conſequence it would be 
in many Caſes, if we ſhould'depend upon them.. *Tis the. 
Opinion, you know, of many, that 'there are abſolute De- 
crees, antecedent and independent: upon.our. Actions, or 
any Foreſight of them: But. if we 80 to- make Conſe- 
quences from this DoQrine, . with reſpect. to God's.Good- 
neſs and Juſtice, and to our Liberty: or: Neceflity, . we are 
entangled in ſuch Difficulties as the Wit. of. Man:can-never 
extricate. But 'tis true, this DoQrine- of Abſolute: De-- 
crees is not univerſal; let'us- rather. inſtance. in Divixe. 
Preſcience, which, according to.:our. Reaſon, upon-an im- 
partial Examination, - turns: to: the: ſame. Account:: For- 
anfallible Preſctence makes the Event as. immutable, as an: 
abſolute Decree; and an. immutable. Event is. the. ſame 

thing as a neceſſary Event.. What things God foreſees, 

he foreſeeseither:in his Decrees,. or in:their. Cauſes:; ;and: 

either way the Event;is fix'd:and: unchangeable.. 'We ſay 
all things are-prefent to God; . (whether by. his Decree, or 
by his Preſcience): though future: to us:. and what is pre- 
| ent, 
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ſent, is ſo far neceſſary, and cannot be otherwiſe than as it 


is preſent. - Fa 

I will: not fay any thing of thoſe: Inferences that are 
made by. our Reaſon,. from either of theſe Do&rines, in 
prejudice to- the Divine Goodneſs and Juſtice : Bur that 


they. deſtroy humane Liberty, ſeems-evident to our Un-- 
derſtanding :: For, ſay we,. if in every Caſe given,. of two: 


or more Iſſues: poſſible or aſſignable, one only. anſwers to 
the Divine: Decree or Preſcience, and that Decree or Pre- 
ſcience:cannot-be fruſtrated;. then that ſingle Iſſue that an- 
ſwers'to'it; muſt infallibly- come to:paſs, and no: other : 
Sd that in every: Caſe: I am certainly limitted ro one E- 
vent;. though Tam not ſenſible of that Limitation. I fay, 
though I am-nor ſenfible,. yet my. Reaſon tells me, . by clear 
Conſequences from: Scripture-truths, that there is ſuch a 
Limitation: in all:my:AQtions,, and that: I cannot-go: con-- 


trary to+it... For Inſtance ;. If three: Ways lie before me, . 


ſuppoſe: A. B; C.. to walk in which I: pleaſe ;. but an in- 
fallible- Being foreſees and determines -C.. to' be the -Path: 
I ſhall walk. in; this. puts a-Limitation upon the Effect, 
and' makes it as certain and determinate, .'as- if it was: 
under. the: Condutt- of merely. natural. and. neceſſary 
Cauſes.. 

Thus our Reaſon would betray our Liberty,. and caſt- 
us,, without-Mercy,. upon the Rock of Fatality, . by.draw- 
ing its Conſequences and Concluſions from: acknowledged: 
Truths. And by the ſame. Means-and ia the ſame:Method, 
it would. alſo deſtroy the Uſe of Prayer ;. for if. we go to- 
reaſon: and argue upon: Prayer, we ſhall find ourſelves at: 
a:loſs - to conceive'or explain, . how-it can have any. EffeQ, . 
orbe of any-uſe to us : .For:can we change the Purpoſes of 
God by our Prayers or Importunity ?' or hath he. no: Pur-- 
, poſes: or- Foreſight, . previous 'to our. Wall. or: _ r 
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You will rt; I ſuppoſe, admit of. either of theſe An- 
{wers, but rather ſay, that when God determines the 
End, he alſo determines the the Means, whereof Prayer 
is one. - Beitſo; but however not knowing, :as to parti- 
cular Caſes, when the: End and the Means are: deter- 
mined, when-not; we' cannot tell when our' Prayers 
will be pertinent, when impertinent. Befides, we think 
it a fooliſh Part to deliberate about a thing that is paſt, 
or to pray a Man not to do that which we know he hath 
already done... Now an Event that is 1immutably- fix'd 
and irrevocably, (whether by Decree or Preſcience) is 
tantamount to a thing already come to paſs.; I mean 
tantamount in 'this reſpe&t, that the one as well as the 
other, cannot admit of any Change or Alteration. .A{l 
our Prayers then, ſays Reaſon, are as much in vain, as 
if we prayed that things ſhould: not come: to paſs that - 
are already come to paſs; Our Prayers indeed may have 
ſome Effect upon our ſelves, but how they ſhould either 
affet *Gud, or the Nature of things, {o as to work a 
Change in either, is unconceivable. . s rnd 

Theſe Difficulties Reaſon ſuggeſts concerning the man- 
ner how our Prayers do'or can take EffeQ, and grounds 
its Suggeſtions upon true Principles ; the Unchangeable» 
neſs of God and-of his 'Counſels. Yet we do not think it 
reaſonable upon: ſuch Arguments, how clear ſoever they 
mzy ſeem to be, to negle&t our Duty of Prayer, but: ium- 
pute theſe Defe&ts or Miſconceptions to the Weakneſs, of 
our Underſtandings, that cannot comprehend 'the manner = 
of the Divine Thoughts and Attions: Why ſhould we 
then think it more- ſafe 'to depend .upori «Conſequences 
made by our own Underſtandings in. the DoQrine- of the 
Trinity, which is, I believe, the greateſt Myſtery that 


ever was reyealed to Mankind. Deum wnun efſe aliquo meo> 
do 
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do Triunum, muſt be allowed by all Chriſtians ; but if 
you will determine, by your own Wit, what this Mods 
15, farther than Scripture hath determined it, you do it 
without Authority, and venture upon Uncertainties. 
And if you impoſe theſe Determinations upon others, as 
Divine Truths, or as Articles of Divine Authority ; and 
that alſo upon Penalties, temporal or eternal : neither 
Chriſtian Religion, nor humane Wiſdom, fo far as I can 
judg, will juſtify ſuch Proceedings. 

Theſe Confiderations we have taken from the Dofrine 
of Decrees and Preſcience, which, according to the De- 
duQions of our Reaſon, deſtroy our Liberty of Will, and 
Uſe of Prayer : And ſeeing we muſt allow our Ratioci- 
nations to be falſe or defeQive in theſe Points, methinks ir 
fhoald make us tender and fearful how we truſt to them 
it other Points-of an infinite Nature; and that we ſhould 
rt dare to add or fuperſtrudt, upon ſuch Divine Myſte- 
ries, a Set of humane Thoughts and Conſequences, much 
tefs to give:them the ſame Aurhority with the primary Re- 
velation. F 
." Neither is it only in Divine Truths that we find out 
Conſequences uncertain and fallacious, but alſo in Natu« 
ral Fruths, that-lie more within the Compaſs of our. Un- 
derſtanding ; and even in that Order and Kind of natu- 
ral Trurchs, that are thought, of all others, to be moſt 
evidetit and demonſtrable, I'mean ia Geometry and Me- 
chanicks. How tray have found the Perpetual Motion, 
4nd the Cuadratare of the Circle, if their Conſequetices 
be true; for they gefierally begin from true Principles, 
and putſtie them with all the Care and ExaQueſs they 
are able, and conclude with a great Aſſurance that they. 
have committed ho Error, that all their DeduRions are. 
tlear and diftint; and eohſequetitly their: Conclulion is. 
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as infallible as humane Wit.can make it;; Yet .the World, 
is ſatisfied, that neither the Circle is ſquared, nor the Per-, 
petual Motion found out; and conſequently that hu-: 
mane Ratiocinations, though from true Principles, are 
very ſubje& to Error. In like manner, in that noted 
Problem about the Diviſbility of a Body, we are aſſured 
that our Faculties deceive us, when they preſent us un- 
an{werable Demonſtrations on either ſide. And. if Re- 
velation had declared whether Part was true, we ſhould 
notwithſtanding draw the ſame Abſurdities from either 
ſide of the Concluſion. | 
Theſe are plain and known Inſtances of the Uacer- 
tainty of our Faculties in things difficult. and abſtruſe, 
whether Divine or Natural, and may ſhew us the Dan- 
ger of ſtretching Myſteries (upon their Authority) fur= 
ther than they; are revealed; and impoſing upon. others, 
our own ProduQtions and: Subtilties for the Word of 
God. It may be very proper alſo to conſider in what 
manner God Almighty is pleaſed -to treat us, that we 
may learn how to treat. one another, in Matters of Spe- 
culation, . and ſuch things as concern: the Divine Nature, 
I mean toconſider the general Stile of Scripture, and that 
Condeſcenfion. it uſes when it ſpeaks to us concerning 
God and Things Divine, which is commonly in a Stile 
that ſites rather to our Apprehenſions than to the abſo- 
lute Nature of the things themſelves. Scripture ſpeaks 
of God as of a Being that hath Paſſions like a Man, and 
with Members and Motions, as if he had: a Body ſuch 
as ours. We cannot underſtand the true manner, how 
God (an immutable Being) is ſometimes pleaſed, ſome- 
times diſpleaſed ; and therefore, in condeſcenſion to our 
Weakneſs, he is repreſented with Paſſions and contrary 
AﬀeRtions, as Men have, We cannot underſtand the 
"30h 8; | true 
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true way. of the Divine AQtivity, or. how God aQs upon 
"things without/him; and therefore he is repreſented to 
us with Hands, and Inſtruments in- his Hands, and Mo- 
tion' from Place to Place, -In like manner, God is repre- * 
ſented to us with" Organs of Seeing and Hearing, becauſe 
we-cannot apprehend the true way of God's knowing 
and perceiving things without him. - But this is all in 
condeſcenſion to our Infirmities, that theſe praQical No- 
tions 'of God might beſuted to our Capacity, -and:ſo have 
a greater Influence upon us. 


Thus God deals with us; but 'we ſeem to deal with 
one another ina quite different way, We ſeem to af- 
fe& Difficulties, and to take Pleaſure in ſetting Man's 
Underſtanding upon .the rack, and making it confeſs 
more [than it knows. '*'We refine upon the. Myſteries re- 
vealed to us: in Scripturez and what is ſummarily and 
generally expreſſed there, we beat out into a Multitude 
of Particularities, and then ſtamp -them into Articles of 
Faith. God ſeems to make things accommodate to''our 
Underſtanding, as much as may be, that ſo'they may 
make ſome Impreſſion upon us: We, on the contrary, 
make them unaccommodate and inconceivable, and fo 
they make no' Impreſſion upon us. . And I'm afraid moſt 
Men, when they repeat certain Paſſages of the Artha- 
naſian:Creed, feel no more Senſe under the Words they 
pronounce, than a Child does when it repeats things got 
by-rote, and apprehends only the Sound, -'or . now and 
then a Word, without ConneCtion of Senſe, _ Fhe Ho- 
ly Ghoſt, :1n Scripture, ſeems to conſider PraCtice and 
Uſefulneſs more 'than ''Notion' and Specularion, and de- 
preſſes things below ' their true State, many times, to 
make them more -ſutable to our Capacities. Whereas 
we, 
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- we, in 2 contrary Method, ſtrain the greateſt Myſteries, 
without any Relation to PraQtice or Uſefulneſs, and 
force thoſe DoQtrines higher. than Scripture hath ſer 
them, by nice Inferences of our own making : And not 
content with- this in our private Thoughts, (which are 
allowed to every Man) we make them. Laws to others 
and Rules of our Chriſtian Faith, 


b 


I might ask theſe Scholaſtick Heads, what Benefit is it 
to the People to be taught theſe Subtilties about the Tri. 
nity? of what Uſe or Edification ? Does it make them 
more yertuous, more honeft in their Callings, more dead 
to the World ? Does it impreſs more of the Fear of God 
upon their Minds, or more of Charity to their Neigh- 
bours? What piece of Chriſtian Morality does it pro- 
mote? Opinions do not} work like Charms, without 
any ConneQion betwixt the Cauſe and the Effet: and 
what is unperceived by the Underſtanding, hath no Ef- 
fe upon the Will. Neither is it conceivable that God 
fhould make it a neceſſary Condition of our Happineſs, . 
to believe a Myſtery or- incomprehenſible thing, further 
than he hath plainly revealed it. We muſt be able to give 
2 Reaſon of our Faith, and we muſt not reſolve our Faith 
into humane Authority, 


But to add no more, im the laſt Place, IT deſire thoſe 
Perſons that are ſo diſputacious about the Holy Trinity, 
to confider the Greatneſs and Glory of thoſe Natures, 
abbut which they venture to argue and diſpute with ſo 
much Freedom. If it was 'a common Subje&, any part 
of the naturat World, or any created Being; we might 
make bold- with our Fellow-Creatures, to canvaſs and 
examine all the Secrets of their Natures : But there -is 
greater 
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reater Caution and Reverence to be uſed as to the Di- 
vine Nature : And eſpecially as to the Trinity, which is 
the very Secret of the Divine Nature, and therefore 
ſhould not be pry'd into further than it hath pleaſed God 
to reveal it, We ſhould rather ſilently admire apd hum- 
bly ſubmit to that Myſtery, as it is delivered 'in the 
Words of Scripture, than add to it by our own Inventi- 
on. The Jews had ſo great a Reverence for the Name 
of God, I mean 'the Tetragrammaton, that they did not 
dare to pronounce it, nor take it into their Mouths, that 
being permitted only to the High Prieſt, and but once a 
Year, when he entred into the SaxtFum Sanforum : This 
Name, which to them was fo ſacred, was thought to 
expreſs the abſolute ſimple Nature of God, as he is in 
himſelf, without Reſpe&, or antecedently, to the whole 
Creation. This they juſtly accounted very holy and ſa- 
cred, and plac it, as it were, in an inacceſſible Light. 
Now the Notion of the Trinity does not only contain 
this, but exhibits alſo to us the great Arcaynm of the 
Godhead, if I may fo ſay : A moſt myſterious Triunicy 
in the Divine Nature, which was never before revealed 
to Mankind, nor ever was, or will be comprehended by 
any Mortal, Ought we not then to place this in the 
Sanitum Sanftorum, in the Adytum of the Temple, and 
cover it with the Wings of Cherubims, as a Glory too 
pou for our- Eyes to bear? Art leaſt we ought to be re- 
erv'd, modeſt and tender in this Point, more than in 
any ather Part of Theology, of adding or innovating 
any thing, beyond the plain Words and plain Senſe of 
Scripture. | 
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"FJ *Heſe Inflances and Conſiderations I;-have propoſed; 

> to perſwade. us, as I- ſaid at firſt, ro Moderation 
and Scripture-proof, in all things:that. we aſſert and im- 
poſe in the DoQtrine:of the Trinity. . But now it. wilt 
be: ask'd me,- what. is good Scripture-proof? ſeeing we 
do not allow (in this caſe). of DeduCtions. and Conſe-. 
quences : Or, to be {ſhort,, what Creed may. we with 
Safety propoſe concerning; the evyer-bleſſed Trinity, - ac-. 
cordipg to.the plain Words-and. plain Senſe, of Scripture 2? - 
*F is nox for private Perſons 0 preſcribe or pretend to Au- 
thority, againſt eſtabliſh'd' Orders. But it you will give 
me leave. to put the Caſe.in a new-found. World, ' or in, 
2 Nation newly 'converted, and: to be. farther inſtructed. 
in.. the. Chriſtian. Faith-z .to ſuch a-.People E would - not 
rropoſe the Athanaſian -Creed, but ſomething more plain. 
and ſimple, as alſo more ſcriptural, that. ſhould be ma- 
nifeſtly grounded upon. Divine Authority, 1a all the Parts. 
of it. As ſuppoſe you ſhould take ſo. much of the Apo- 
files Creed; as relates to.the Trinity and. Incarnation, : 
and add to it -ſome- Articles.more explicite and diſtinR, 
to expreſs our Belief in ſome ſuch plain Form as this : 


<. T-believe- in God,- the Father -Almighty, Maker of, 
«Heaven and Earth ;, and in. Jeſus Chriſt his only. Son. 
&«..our:Lord,. who,was conceiyed. by the Holy. Ghoſt, and; 
«.. born. of the. Virgin Mary, . was-crucified. by the. Jews,, 
«. roſe from, the Dead, aſcended inta. Heaven, from: 
&,. whence he will come in Glory to judg the World. . L 
*.. believe the Holy Trinity, as. 1t is. revealed to us. in- 
*. Scripture : Accordingly. I believe the Father, Son,. and 
«Holy. Ghoſt, as my. Creator,, Redeemer, and _ 
-—her.; 
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&fier : i Ttiree, after a: myſterious and- incomprehenſible 
* manner, ' but-one/}Eternab: ever bleſſed 'Lord God'; by 
« whoſe Mercy; :Pawer and Faithfulneſs, ; I hope for a 
«< ReſurreQtion-fromithe Dead, [and eternal Life. 


: Thus-much;. I think; is unqueſtionably ſcriptural ;. and - 
F have left 'out the .Word--Perſon, not that:I ſhould ſeru- 
ple it my ſelf-in.that large Senſe wherein we underſtand 
it, but becauſe I thought it- would raiſe Scruples and. 
Difficulties in the Minds of others, or of theſe new Con- 
verts whereof we are {peaking : They.would be apt to. 
reaſon with themſelves, Can three Perſons be one thing 7 
Or:cani'our God, who is one- only. God, be. three diſtin. 
Perſons? - Are not; three diſtinct Perſons, each being ins. 
finitely perfe&, plainly three Gods ? . Theſe and ſuch like. 
Doubts: would” naturally riſe tn their- Minds ; and from. 
theſe, - as-frony Seeds, would grow up many more, which 

.' degrees, -would corrupt the Simplicity of. their Reli-- 
210n, and turn.it into Opinions and Diſputes. 


' Bat this plain: Scripture-form,- as it- would prevent. 
Diſputes and' Controverſies, ſo it would render all Dif: 
ſeaters from: it, if there .could be any, inexcuſable : I. 
mean all Chriſtian Difſenters ; for as-to Jews and .Maho- - 
metans,.-I do not ſuppoſe that it would ſatisfy them ; yet. 
I'thinkit would very much leſſen that Offence which they. 
take at-:the Chriſtian-Trinity, as -1t is repreſented by . 
Schoolmen. and -Polemical-Divines ; and as it is dreſs'd up 
1n one of our: Creeds, with all the. Pomp and AﬀeQation . 
of Contrarieties and ſeeming ContradiQions... 


.N either, F think; is-this Form- defeQtive, though ſhort :- 


and--plain:: For. diſtinguiſhing: Father, . Son, and.. Holy... 
Ghoſt,.. 


— 
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- - Ghoſt, as our Creator, Redeemer and:SanQiifier; it thers- 


by diſplays'and caſts a Light opon:/the whole Chriſtian 
Oeconomy, and is a Support to (our Faith and Prayer : 
Whereas thoſe Metaphyſical Subrilties that are ſuper- 
added to this -Scripture-Creed, have no Influence, that I 
know, either upon a good Life, or any Chriſtian Duty. 
In Relipion all Superfluities are noxious ; and what dots 
not good,' does hurt there, 'amuſes the Mini'to ao pur- 
p6ſe, and turns off our Thoughts from their prigcipal'Ob- 
jets and Concerns, whether in matter of Belief, - or in 
matter of PraCtice. 7. '- uv 


But why do I continue ſo long in this Digrefſion; I 
did not intend at firſt to propoſe or mentwn any thing, 
but ſuch Arguments as might incline us to. Moderatian: 
in the DoQrine of the Trinity, and proportionably jo: all 
other myſtical DoQrines'; and in general, nivot co lay. much 
Streſs upon- Opinions, in compariſon of a good Life, 'and' 
the truly Chriftian Diſpoſitions of Mind. Thoſe. who 
leatt uſe their Underſtandings, can the eafjeft comply 
with any Opinions their Superiours impole upoa_thetn ; 
but thoſe who uſe RefleRtion and Meditation, find it aa» 
poſſible to believe what they lift, or what is diQtated to 
them by humane Authority, without Reafons to con- 
vince thern. Now this Uſe of eur Underſtanding, which 


'-.- isthe Candle of the Lord, cannot be Matter. of 4Jemerit. 


and Condemnation to us, provided it be ſincere, and 
accompanied with Picty and Probity ; and cherefore ths” 
- ought-not to be made a Snare, or of penal Confequenceto 
thoſe that in allother ReſpeQs are good Chriſtians. .. Who 
can look upon the State of Chriſtendom without Grief 
and "Trouble, when he obſerves, which 'is' too obvtdus, 
that a certain Zeal for ' Opinions and 'Ceremonies habh. 
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eat out the Heart of our Religion, I: mean the vital and 
praQical Part of it, a good Lite, and a good temper of 
Mind? whereas it 1s this only that will Rick to-us after 
Death,. and condu&-us to Heaven and. Bliſs; when all our 
Opinions and external Righteouſneſs will fall. off, like 
rotten Rags. To conclude, let us be content. to prove 
well from Scripture the Divinity of our Saviour, and of 
the Holy Ghoſt; and to leave the Modalities of thoſe 
DoQrines to another State and Diſpealation. by 


Neither can this Advice ſeem unreaſonable, if we 
conſider what Differences there are about the Explication 
of the Trinity, and how difficult it is to make any one 
Explication unexceptionable. All Parties agree in this 
ſolemn Maxim, That there but ove God. And not on- 
ly Chriſtians of all forts, but alſo Jews: and Mahometans 
join with us in this, as the common Barriere .betwixt 
us and Paganiſm or Polytheiſm. Now this being a 
Concluſion agreed en and conſented to, by all Parties 
concerned in the Controverſy: If:.we lay; this ove God 
& three, then we are bound, ſay the: Antutrinitarians, to. 

rove it, and to make it intelligible: For he that af- 

ms more than others will- grant, muſt firſt make his. 
Propoſition intelligible, and then bring Reaſons to prove . 
the: Truth of it. The Orthodox ſay, | This one Gad is 
three : Three what? fay the other :-> Fhree Gods ? No. 
Three Creatures ? No. Three Subſtances? No. Fhree Ac- 
cidents? neither : Three Names only ? more than that : 
Three Attributes or Powers ? more than that alſo. What 
manner, or what fort of Three are they then? "Fhree 
Perſons, ſay you-: but this gives no SatisfaQtion ;, for 
the Queſtion returns ſtill, Whether are theſe three 
Perſons three Gods, or three Creatures ? _——_ 

Nees 
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Rances or Accidents, &c. For a' Perſon is: a: complegt 
particular Being, and muſt fall under ſome: more ſimple 
and general Order of Beings or Notions, ſuch as we'have 
mentioned : To which of. thoſe Heads therefore do thoſe 
three Perſons belong ? | Wu 


# 


"Tis: not eaſy, you ſee, to make:-one Step forwards, 
when we once recede from-the. Unity : of the Godhead. 
Yer I think we may, withour fully; deciding this: Point; 
advance a little farther by common - Conſent. Alt Par- 
ties will acknowledg that there 1s'in. the Godhead, /; - - 


Firſt, Tofinite Power and Being; + 


. 
v$\.- 


Secondly, Infinite Wiſdom.and Knowled g. 5 
Thir aty, Infinite:Love:and Bounty. 4 | 


- And theſe three things are the Ground :and Materi- 
; als, if I may. ſo fay, of. what. in one..Word we call the 
Trinity.. - 'The.. Son. -we. fay, is the Efſential: Wiſdom:of 
the Father; and the Holy Ghoſt '/Effential Love, Bur 
the Queſtion is concerning the Name that ts to be given 
to.theſe three things, and :abqut -the Mode of their Unis 
ty and Diverſity. , As to the Name, ſome will have 
them call'd three Subſtances.; others. three Perſons ; and 
| others three- Properties. And herein:iconfift' the . three 
great Differences - concerning. the Doftrine of | the-?P'ti> 
nity. The Platoniſts: ſay, They: are three Subſtances: 
- The Orthodox make them: three Perſons :' The Unita- 
rians. three Properties: only.. . But, methinks;: however; 
it ſhould not be matter. of Salvation and Damaation, ita 
| bit right or be miſtaken in the Name or preciſe Notion 
of theſe three things, whatſoever it is: For every inge- 
nuous 
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nuous and unbiaſs'd Perſon muſt acknowledg, that there 
are- great Difficulties in- every: one of - the three 'Ways 
mentioned. That Hypotheſis which hath been propoſed 
tous of late, for the Explication of the Trinity, ſutes 
beſt with the Platonical Triad : for the Platoniſts ſuppoſe 
their three Divine Subſtances to be in ſuch a relation to 
one another, of Influence and Dependance, of murual 
AQtivity and Sympathy, that they ftilLretain a CharaQter 
of Unity, and may, be' call'd one God; or one Godhead. 
This, I ſay, ſeems.to be very well illuſtrated by the late . 
Hypotheſis, -whifh, fict. allows, three Divine, Subſtances, 
three infinite Minds, -three holy Spirits, and, then unites 
them by mutual Conſciouſneſs, which is the greateſt Cha- 
rater of Union that we know. . Yet, notwithſtanding 
this Union, it preſerves a Diſtinction by a particular 
Self-Conſcionſyeſs\ in.every one. of the. three Spirits. So 
that;you-ſeeat-once;. by this Repreſentation, the Ground 
of their being, Oze, and of their being Three. | 


Upon the whole Matter, I am of Opinion, but with 
all- Submiſſion to better Judgments, that.'the DoQrine 
of. the: Trinity cannot be made:out in a rational way, ac- 
cording to the preſent Light of our Faculties. I do not 
doubt but-it is the higheſt Reaſon to thoſe Beings that 
are, capable, of it ;/\. but to us, /in .this preſent State, *tis 
Matter of Faith,,;and: we take it upon the Authority of 
a Revelation, and muſt acquieſce in' that, without *Addi- 
tions of our own, if we would be ſecure from Error 
and Miſtake : ' And when I fay, this DoQrine does not 
fall under our Comprehenſion,. in this preſent State, 
[mean chiefly as; to! theſe: three Degrees or Parts of 
Myit 5 554 n 5:4 | | 
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1.” To'recontile the DiftiaRion of the 'Perſons"t6 the 
Unity of the Godhead, according to- all 'the Chara@ers 
given of that Unity and Simplicity that is in God,” und 
-þ | = Multiplicity and DiſtinQion that is given -to the 
erſons. | | SITS 51 2f 14+, 1,7 1300: 


2, To conceive the Equality of the three Perſons, 
notwithſtanding their Derivation from one another, - 


3- To give a Reaſon why there arethree Perſons and 
nd more 3 or why thoſe Divide Emahvationsor Prediti- 
ons, or whatſoever they are to. be. rall'd; ate limited 
ro three. GT LG 10 JEh 4 


T have in a former Letter Tpoken ſoinething'to the 
two firft Particulars ; and'as to the laſt; Twill voly niake 
one ſhort Remark upon a Principle laid down by this 
learned Author: He ſays, (p: 103. $. 2, 3, 4,5.) That 
the Thought of the Father, or reflex Knowledp of him- 
felf,  begets-the Son; or is 'the Son: Now the [Holy 
Ghoſt is alſo a rhinking*Beiog, and hath a reflex Know- 
Ikdg of himfelf; and. if he- be: equal to- the Father, his. 
Thought or his reflex Knowledg of himſelf, is. of equal 
Perfettion, and equally ſubſtantial with: the Father's,” and 
conſequently muſt 'make a fourth Divine ſubſiſting Per- 
ſon ; . and that fourth; by the fame Reaſon, a fifth, and 
fo forwards, ſo long as they continue in-Equality. 


But IT muft break off abruptly; for I ſee this Letter 
is tod long already. T'do ſincerely ' and heartily believd 
the DoArine of the Trinity, as to the Matter of it'; 
and as. to. the Form and Modwe of it, I think it is not 
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revealed to us in Scripture, nor attainable by the Light 
of Nature. So much as is revealed, and no more, is 
the Rule of Faith, Pardon this Trouble, Sir, from a 
Stranger, who will always remain, 


SIR, 
Your Obliged 
Humble Servant, 


WW. 7. 


